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March 28, 2009 03:30 PM The global warming may not come off as a result of greater and greater
supply of heavy fuels from new coal plants that are being constructed through out the world as
Obama continues to promote new and old fashioned efforts to force world economies to shed their
reliance on fossil fuels. In the newly published “The President’s Plan for an All-of-the-Above Strategy
to Slow the Growth of Global Warming Pollution”, Obama changes his rhetoric about plans for
international cooperation to focus on the issue of voluntary reduction in emissions of greenhouse
gases by the developed nations. This is a bold change because the developed nations that emit the
most greenhouse gases have no legal obligation to reduce emissions and have declined, even in the
face of looming legal obligations, to develop technologies for reducing emissions. Obama’s plan calls
for countries to cut emissions by 25% from 2005 levels by 2020 (which amounts to a 38% decline
from 2004 levels). The new coalition consists of not only the big oil producing and trading nations
such as Canada and the United States but also includes developing countries that are driving the
growth in greenhouse gas emissions. China and India were not part of the new agreement that
Obama announced this week. China and India have a definite interest in contributing to efforts to
lower greenhouse gas emissions because (1) they are major markets for the new industrial
technologies for emissions reductions and (2) for the most part they are poorer countries with
limited experience in reducing emissions through existing technologies. Among the steps taken by
the new plan are that the developed nations will: 1) Reduce emissions by approximately 7.5% in the
year 2013 (this is approximately half of the 17.5% reduction that the US has agreed to by the year
2020). 2) Develop new technologies in order to reduce emissions during the early part of the 21st
century by 40% below 2005 levels. 3) Help developing countries grow their economies and use
existing technologies to reduce emissions in the latter part of the 21st century. The United States
will take a leadership role in implementing this plan. In particular, it will seek to work with other
developed nations and developing countries to help the developing countries reduce emissions by
40% to 50% below 2005 levels by 2030. The plan also calls for developing a market for emissions
reduction. A new emissions trading system will be put in place and used to ensure that developed
countries reduce emissions and that developing countries reduce emissions while still growing their
economies. The plan also calls for a new
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