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News News Article Senators Eye Korean
Security Posture, U.S. Troop Presence in Asia
WASHINGTON, April 22, 2008 � North Korea
and South Korea must maintain a strategic
partnership that will contribute to regional

peace and stability and build a more secure
environment in the Asia-Pacific region, U.S.
senators said yesterday during a meeting

with Korea’s defense ministers. “We reaffirm
our commitment to the full implementation
of the U.N. Security Council resolutions and

continue to coordinate closely on the
implementation of U.N. sanctions against

North Korea,” U.S. Defense Secretary Robert
M. Gates said at the Senate Armed Services

Committee hearing. “We also continue to
work very closely with South Korea to insure
that the security of the Korean Peninsula is

protected.” The meeting came as the Senate-
House conference committee mulls the

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2008, and amid rising tensions between
North Korea and China that has caused

concern of a renewed conflict on the Korean
peninsula. The standing-up ceremony at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii,
commemorated the relationship of the
United States and South Korea, and the
provision of military training missions in

South Korea to U.S. service members. “As
you can see, it’s been many, many years,”
said U.S. Air Force Col. Robert Stephens,

director of operations for U.S. Forces Korea.
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“It all starts back in 1961 with the end of the
Korean War. It’s very much a love letter to

the United States and South Korea, and that
continues to grow.” “We are promoting a

security structure for Northeast Asia that’s
completely independent of military conflict,”

Gates said. “You know, when you meet as
close as you do, so close together, it’s
impossible for one side to determine

whether the other side’s intentions are
peaceful or not, and they are not. So it is

critical that there be a relationship in which
both sides have the confidence that they

can predict each other’s intentions.” Korea
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music to enjoy anywhere.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                            13 / 13

http://www.tcpdf.org

